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As	  the	  presence	  of	  technology	  
grows,	  so	  does	  its	  importance	  
and	  usefulness	  to	  chemistry	  and	  
physics	  educa%on.	  Research	  has	  
shown	  that	  technology	  use	  at	  
home	  and	  at	  school	  is	  directly	  
correlated	  to	  student	  
performance.	  (Delen,	  Bulut,	  
2011)	  This	  study	  focused	  on	  how	  
technology	  is	  being	  used	  in	  
Introduc,on	  
The	  Study	  
Using	  SurveyMonkey,	  78	  secondary	  
chemistry	  and	  physics	  teachers	  across	  35	  
districts	  in	  Kentucky	  were	  asked	  about	  the	  
different	  kinds	  of	  technology	  they	  used	  in	  
their	  classrooms	  and	  in	  what	  ways	  they	  used	  
that	  technology.	  The	  study	  had	  a	  return	  rate	  
of	  22%	  (N=17).	  
The	  teachers	  reported	  that	  they	  used	  a	  
variety	  of	  different	  technologies	  in	  their	  
classrooms,	  including	  SMARTboards,	  cell	  
phones,	  tablets,	  and	  lab	  equipment.	  	  
Teachers	  had	  an	  overall	  posi%ve	  aXtude	  
toward	  technology	  use	  in	  instruc%on,	  but	  
many	  noted	  the	  poten%al	  for	  it	  to	  be	  a	  
distrac%on	  for	  students.	  
	  
“I	  like	  using	  technology	  in	  class	  but	  I	  feel	  
that	  it	  distracts	  some	  students.”	  
“As	  a	  teacher,	  I	  use	  technology	  to	  access,	  
create	  and	  format	  study	  tools	  for	  students,	  
which	  they	  then	  complete	  using	  paper	  and	  
pencil.	  Students	  have	  requested	  that	  I	  put	  
review	  ques%ons	  on	  Quizlet	  as	  a	  study	  tool,	  
and	  I	  will	  do	  this	  before	  the	  final.”	  
	  
“For	  the	  most	  part	  we	  use	  the	  technology	  as	  
part	  of	  the	  STEM	  program	  to	  help	  students	  
to	  fulfill	  the	  technology	  part	  of	  the	  
curriculum.”	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Image	  of	  an	  online	  PhET	  physics	  
simula;on,	  which	  several	  teachers	  in	  
this	  study	  reported	  using	  in	  class.	  
	  
Image	  credit:	  PhET	  Interac%ve	  
Simula%ons,	  University	  of	  Colorado	  
Boulder,	  hmp://phet.colorado.edu	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